Smooth pursuit eye tracking dysfunction and negative symptoms in schizophrenia.
This study examined the hypothesis that negative symptoms are associated with abnormalities of smooth pursuit in schizophrenic patients. The pursuit eye movements of 25 subjects with schizophrenia and 25 matched normal control subjects were recorded using an infrared eye tracking system and quantified using the log of signal-to-noise ratio (1n S/N). The severity of negative symptoms within the schizophrenic group was rated using the Scale for the Assessment of Negative Symptoms. Previous findings of pursuit abnormalities among schizophrenic patients as a group were replicated. There was, however, no significant association between the eye tracking dysfunction and the severity of negative symptoms.